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The long-term vision for the EU’s rural areas

Shared goals for 2040

Connected ‘

Digital connectivity

Transport links and Rural action plan (EC)
new mobilities &

Stronger

Empowered communtities
Access to services
Social innovation

Rural Pact (everyone)

Prosperous §--7-- ‘ Resilient
Diversification of economic
activities
Sustainable food production

Resilience to climate change
Environmental resilience
Social resilience




The Rural Pact - a space to work together

rural vision.

National

Member States

. Regional

Stakeholders

Citizens, civil society,
businesses, etc.

between national, regional and local
governments, civil soclety organisations, businesses, academics and citizens to act towards the shared goals of the

Objectives

-4)))@
52
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and bringing
them higher on the political agenda

Structuring and enabling

Encouraging and monitoring
voluntary

Rural Pact Proposal: https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal en.pdf
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The Rural Pact - a space to work together

4000 | 27 7 | 11

members EU Member States Governments Community
& other committed Groups

Rural Pact
Rural Pact Coordination Group Rural Pact Support Office

Rural Pact: https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/index en
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The Rural Pact Support Office

Good Practices and
Country Pages

Policy Labs and
National Dialogues

Animation
Networking

Good Practice

S Ru ral Pa Ct ) Website, Social
Support Office

Rural Pact ®

Coordination Group @I-® Magazine, Policy

Briefings, Project
Brochure, Newsletters

Actions for the Vision
and Political
commitments




Activities in 2026 (Focus)

Providing a space to exchange about how to respond comprehensively to
rural needs, promoting the development of integrated strategies for rural areas,
and inspiring the future NRPPs, with good practices of innovative interventions
n various domains;

Build capacities of Rural Pact community members to take a proactive role
in the partnership to be created on the development of the NRPP in their
countries, to favour a comprehensive response to rural community needs.




Networking & collaboration

Connect with peers

2 100+ members in Rural Pact Community
Platform

Join / Create community groups

11 Community Groups

Energy, Culture, tourism, smart villages,
depopulation, innovating rural policy, mobility,
social economy, youth, migrants, mountain,
women, smart villages

Become a member: https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member en

CRO CROUR

Energy transition in rural areas Rural tourism Culture and creativity in rural
areas

e e e

® - © °

P

Rural depopulation and

Innovating rural public policy Rural mobility
repopulation

GRouP
Youth in rural areas -
Empowering the next generation in rural areas

Migrants and refugees' inclusion

mee
mee


https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en

Rural Pact activities

PACT

ry Participation & exchange: policy and networking events

Web section of upcoming and past Rural Pact & stakeholder events

Rural Pact events in 2026

Good Practice Webinars

Territorial instruments - (LEADER/CLLD, Integrated
Territorial Investments, and Smart Villages): lessons
for the future:

Generational renewal beyond farming: Empowering
youth, supporting elders:

m Unlocking rural competitiveness:

Rural resilience in a changing world: responding to
climate, conflict and disinformation:

Policy Lab

Anchoring rural areas in the National and Regional
Partnership Plans (Brussels):

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/upcoming_en

Past Rural Pact events

High-level Rural Policy Forum (Sep 2023)
Rural Pact Conference (Sep 2025)

Policy Labs
Rural depopulation (Jun 2023)
EU rural funding (Dec 2023)
Bringing the Rural Pact closer to citizens (May 2024)
Territorial development for the green transition (Sep 2024)
Policy coordination (Nov 2024)
Rural Proofing (Jun 2025)
Post-2027 EU budget and policies (Nov 2025)

Good Practice Webinars

Digttal skills, social entrepreneurship, youth, climate,
renewable energy, health, housing, tourism, innovation


https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/upcoming_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/upcoming_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/upcoming_en
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/events/shaping-future-rural-areas-2023-09-27_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/rural-pact-conference-vision-action-empowering-rural-areas-future_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/taking-action-tackle-rural-depopulation_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/eu-funds-paving-way-rural-vision_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/bringing-rural-pact-closer-citizens_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/territorial-development-green-transition-unleashing-potential-rural-communities_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/policy-lab-enhancing-policy-coordination-vibrant-rural-areas_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/policy-lab-rural-proofing-looking-policies-through-rural-lens_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/rural-areas-and-communities-post-2027-eu-budget-and-policies_en

Activities in 2026 (National level work)

Advance with Rural Pact in Member States

A network of 28 RPSO national partners

Raise awareness of the Rural Pact

Help strengthen participation of rural actors in the Rural
Pact

National Rural Pact events (France, Finland - tbc)

Discuss elements related to integrated rural policies with
national and regional authorities and relevant stakeholders,

Improve the implementation of the seven ingredients of the
rural pact
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PACT

Rural Pact publications

Project Brochure (quarterly) RURAL ,wg:@
PACT

GOOD PRACTICE BROCHURE

Newsletter

11 editions per year Place-based innovation in rural areas

Housing

Rural Vision Magazine Integrated rural development

Generational renewal beyond farming
Edition #1 (Dec 2023)

Edition #2 (Dec 2024)
>  Edition #3 (Nov 2025)
> Editon #4 (in 2026)

EU rural vision

Policy Briefings

Making the Rural Pact happen in Member States

Empowering communities to take action for the rural vision

Integrated national/regional rural strateqgies

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/publications/search_en
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Making the Rural Pact happen in Member States NPACT

National/regional

Policy Briefing #1

A designated government member &
dedicated services to deal with rural 4)))@

issues across policies;

A forward-looking vision &
* 1' a holistic strategy/action plan;

Effective rural proofing and adequate
* * data systems

engage with rural communities

Structures and mechanisms to 9
<)

Appropriate governance systems to
* * facilitate coordination

Mechanisms to coordinate the

*f\" allocation of funding and ensure
synergies
Policy Briefing

= https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/publications/making-rural-pact-happen-
member-states en#section--resources

‘:;” ’ Available in 24 EU languages

Capacity building and networking
support for a broad array of actors and %

stakeholders
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Empowering rural communities to contribute to the Rural

Vision 2040

Policy Briefing #2 (Come together around)

local leader(s)

Adopt organisational setup
for broad participation
@ree shared vision and p@
https://ruralpact.rural-

partners = : , .
__vision.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2025-04/AGRI-2024-
" RPSO-Policy-Briefing-02-ESn.pdf

Improve access to funding
& reduce bureaucracy

Foster policy
coordination

Organise and finance
capacity building

Recognise local actors as
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Actions for the vision

Stakeholder actions

Voluntary stakeholder actions towards the shared goals of the rural vision

Types: policies & advocacy; capacity building & knowledge; events &
networking; local projects; other

Who can submit an action: everyone, either in individual or
organisational capacity; need to be/become member of the platform

Why submit an action?
Gain pan-European visibility for your action
Inspire others to act

Bring up key rural needs, demonstrate power of rural action, and
influence political agendas

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/commitments en

European
Union

Rural Pact Community Platform

Rural Pact ~ Rural revitalisation - The platform

Home » Actions for the rural vision > Commitments

PACT

0o

Act for the rural vision Resources v News and events -

Commitments
Filter results 93 results
Free text search
Erter keyword & comunidade Intermunicipal do Alto Minho
Apply Collective Efficiency Strategy to Develop and Promote
Rural Tourism
@ Onparg  SUDMIEE Dy JoBE PaUID QUSINDS
Submitted by v
Oibjective 2
Country v
Rural Pact Objectives w
Stat - i EecocLuBsa
us 1
- Eurocluster Rural Tourism Support Methodology
Stakeholder type + Compleled  SUDMetted Dy Frosea DImMIErakopoulou
Type of activity e Ol Objectime2 | Copectives
Topics v
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Rural Pact Community Platform tools

Good Practices

Types: projects;

. [
Information & resources

methodologies; case

studies; policy; tools

Home » Good practices > Good Practice database

Filter results

Free text search

Enter keyword

Apply
Focus v
Topics v
Practice type v
Country v

Good Practice database
78 results

POLICY | 14 MAR 2025

Structured governance and information-sharing
mechanisms improve Bratislava-Austria regional
cooperation

A cross-border initiative — including a joint coordination office, regular mayors’ meetings and thematic working groups —

strengthens urban-rural cooperation between Bratislava and Austrian rural regions.

M Rural Pact @ Rural Revitalisation Platform

® Connected rural areas, Stronger Rural Areas (+4) @ Austria, Slovakia

CASE STUDY | 14 MAR 2025
Volunteer-driven transport service enhances mobility
options in rural Belgium

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/good-practice/search en

News

Web section of Rural Pact and stakeholder news
Past editions of the newsletter

Home > News > All news

Filter results All news

Free text search

310 results

Enter keyword 21 MAR 2025
Declaration on the future of EU rural areas now available in
Apply all EU languages

Find the Rural Pact Coordination Group Declaration (RPCG) in all official EU languages - read also a shori, one-page
version in English. The document sets out a strategic propesal for the post-2027 EU funds and policies to address the
Focus v challenges faced by rural areas.

M Rural Pact @ Rural Revitalisation Platform

Topic v

® Stronger Rural Areas, Connected rural areas (+2)
Country v
20 MAR 2025

New report sets out recommendations for improved Smart
Villages programming and implementation support

Date v

News: https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/news/search _en
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Join the Rural Pact Community and online platform

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member _en

OO0

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu

Funded by
the European Union
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https://twitter.com/EURuralPact
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eu-rural-pact/
https://www.youtube.com/@EUruralpact
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